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Facing Our History & Present Realities
 

"We cannot go back. But we can reclaim." 
 -Glynn Alard

 
Please remember our Bring & Share Brunch with our Canadian 

guests after the service. They are on a "Justice and Joy" educational tour 
under the leadership of Bob Faris (see below for more context). 

 
Our guests will lead us in a four direction prayer.  Cape Town's Thulani 
Mkatshane will introduce us to drumming as a cultural practice. And the 

conversation between Glynn Alard and Robert in the service will set the tone 
for small group discussions with our guests in the church hall.

The event will end at 12pm.
 
 

Sunday Service
9:30am to 10:45am 

 
  with Holy Circus (Sunday School)

 
Please diarise:

 
Sunday 22 March at 11am

AGM of RUC and Samaritan Partners Fund Association 
Please speak to the minister if you would like

to nominate a deacon/elder for election.
 

Sunday 29 March at 11am
Bring and Share Lunch at RUC with Canadian Students

(hosted by RUC families from 22 to 29 March)
 

Please click below for last week's online sermon.

In Memory of Her

 
 
 
 

Our Sincere Condolences
 

to Lyn Holness and her family
on the passing of her husband Kenny.

 
Please hold the family in your prayers.

THE JUSTICE AND JOY TOUR
 

The Justice and Joy Tour is sponsored by Justice Ministries of The Presbyterian Church 
in Canada in collaboration with the Volmoed Community in South Africa.  It is an 

educational tour that seeks to expose participants to the beauty and wonder of South 
Africa and its people and to learn more about its history and the struggle for justice for all.  

There is a particular focus on the role of the church and how it has responded to God’s 
call to justice, truth telling and reconciliation.  Canadians are very aware that we too have 

been challenged to face our own history and current realities, particularly in the 
relationship with Indigenous Peoples.  We seek to share in learning and discerning where 

we are being called today.
 

Leadership is provided by Rev. Bob Faris who has sojourned in southern Africa over 
several decades, including teaching in Ricatla Seminary in Mozambique and pursuing 

doctoral studies at the University of Cape Town.  He has also provided leadership in the 
PCC, including being Co-Convenor of Rainbow Communion and being elected Moderator 
of the General Assembly in 2022.  Participants come from different locations and play a 
variety of roles within the Church.  Many have participated in educational experiences 

with Indigenous Peoples in Canada.  We are delighted to be with you, particularly here at 
Rondebosch United Church and look forward to our journey together.

 
 
 

Glynn's Pilgrimage
 

The pilgrimage was in honour of my 
great grandmother and the beads I 

made for the journey, tipped with lion 
claws.

 

 
I had such mixed feelings just outside the 

locked gate of the Bethany Mission 
Station.

 
The monotone, monotonous, monstrously 

vast grassy plains dwarfed me. My 
ambivalence made real by the exclusion 
of the gate, yet the wonder of gazing - 

from a distance - the little mission which 
permanently transformed the destinies of 
indigenous peoples throughout the world.

 I knew that this was the region of origin of my matrilineal ancestors. I know that they were 
all Lutheran, associated with the Berlin Missionary Society, both in the Modderrivier and 

Garip River regions, and eventually in District 6 in Cape Town. This was the first Lutheran 
mission in South Africa, and it was specifically to convert and minister to the Korana 

khoekhoe people. Because of the confluence of region and faith, I now know that I am a 
descendent of the Korana. This blood is within me. A part of me comes from here.

I feel glad that the many missions in South Africa allowed indigenous people to keep a 
tiny sliver of their land, albeit only a sliver.

 
I am a Protestant Christian, with increasingly syncretic indigenous beliefs. My Christianity 

is a massive part of my identity - my core, my culture, my compass. So this mission 
comforted me.

 
BUT it is here that identity changed. It is here, and in many places like this, where we lost 

our names, our languages, our way of understanding the universe, our world view. It is 
here that my Korana ancestors came to the end of their road, and ended up being, just 

Coloureds. Being Coloured is not enough for me. It limits me, it is only a sliver of me. It is 
too small.

 
And it is here where it happened.

 
Here, I wore my beads, here I covered my flesh with the deepest brown, here my bare 
feet touched the ground, and I reclaimed my spirit and name. Here I burned kooigoed, 
and recognised that this was never only a mission station. This was a portal from one 
world to the next. From Korana to Coloured. From African to Christian. From Kora to 

Afrikaans.
 

We cannot go back. But we can reclaim.
 

And even though I could not enter, I could transcend. And enveloped by the fragrant 
smoke, I called out:

 
ǃâixaǂgao

 
be happy!

 
And it happened here.

 
 
 

ANNUAL REPORTS 
FOR 2025

 
Please click below to access 

annual reports for the 
Rondebosch United Church and 

the Samaritan Partners Fund.

Annual Reports

Congratulations to Andrea Harrison 
on an exciting new project!

 
PLEASE SPREAD THE WORD

 
Do you want to connect with your creative spirit? Do you want to learn key writing skills 

and write more regularly?  Three Muses Writing School invites you to unleash your 
creativity and hone your writing skills in either of our upcoming 8-week courses – open to 

everyone, first-time writers welcome. Nurture your unique voice in our Introduction to 
Creative Writing course, and learn fundamental writing techniques while nourishing your 

creative process.
 

Reconnect with the Earth through language in Rewilding the Page: A Nature Writing 
Course . Discover nature writing as a spiritual practice, recover your creativity, and 

explore ecological themes in your own writing. 
 

Lastly, join us for a 2-hour workshop on reawakening your creativity at Rondebosch 
Library on Wednesday, 18th March, 2-4pm or 4-6pm.

 
For more information, visit www.threemuses.co.za or contact Andrea at 

andy@threemuses.co.za or 071 167 5753.

Sermon Discussion Group

Please join us if you enjoy being in conversation with others about Sunday's sermon.

Everyone brings their own questions, interests, and stories to the discussion.
And together we hope to make meaningful connections to our daily lives.

 
Every second Tuesday of the month at someone's home.

-Facilitated by Beryl Botman
 

Every third Sunday of the month after the service in the upstairs room of our church hall.
-Facilitated by Barbara Centurier-Harris.

If you wish to join, please contact Beryl at beryl.botman60@gmail.com

Yoga Classes at RUC
 Mondays at 6:30pm in the Church Hall.

 
Please contact Erika, if you would like to join: lencses.e@gmail.com
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 HEAR HOLD LOVE ENFOLD
 

The Cooke Family, Jennifer Roeleveld, 
Walter Muloiwa, Kenny Holness, Margaret 

Reid,  Roy and Wendy Cheek, Douglas 
Bax, and Chris Rodseth.

 
Rondebosch Police Station, SmilingOne, 

Outliers, U-Turn, "Grow Great" Campaign, 
Masazane Soup Kitchen, and Thembi's 

Soup Kitchen.

  TABLE OF REMEMBRANCE
IN MARCH

 
1st Jean Scott; 2nd Jonathan McLachlan;

5th Doris Sovensen; 10th Ambiga
Arnagiri.

 

  
HAPPY RETURNS IN MARCH

Kindly let us know if your birthday is not listed.
 

2nd Sabine Siebritz; 6th Dean Pretorius,
Caleb Du Plessis and Huw Irlam; 7th

Aristide Akimana; and Jan William 
(Duane) Shaap; 8th Sharon Stoffels; 9th 

Helen Zille; 13th Leah Fuller; 16th Leasha 
Love; 17th Six Mabhanga; 18th John de 

Gruchy, Joy Wanless, Melissa Oliver, and 
Samuel Sarkozi; 19th Clive Mott, Kate

Laburn Peart, and Timothy Sasman; 20th
Ngina Masu and Crystal Meyer; 21st Erin

Bates and Bathabile Njomana; 22nd
Angelique de Koker; 24th Annette

Newmarch; 25th Ros Irlam; 26th Jeannie
Walker and Nikki Fuller.

ANNIVERSARIES IN MARCH
Please email us, if you would like to add a special anniversary.

 
15th Lyne and Steuart McLennan; 20th Andrew and Michelle Kendall (2004).

LGBT+ NETWORK AT RUC: IN@RUC
 Please go to our website for more information: 

https://www.rondeboschunited.org/lgbt-network-at-ruc
 

WEEKLY DISCUSSION GROUPS ON ZOOM
 For more information please go to our website: 

https://www.rondeboschunited.org/weekly-bible-studies
 

MONTHLY LIESBEEK RIVER CLEAN-UPS
 For more information please go to our website: 

https://www.rondeboschunited.org/liesbeek-river-clean-up

RUC CONTACT DETAILS
 

Facility Manager: Vulisango Mtshikwana vmtshikwana@gmail.com or 078 290 4305
Church Minister, Website, and Newsletter: Robert Steiner rpsteiner@icloud.com or 082 485 9874

Music Director and Organist: Willem Luitingh 082 840 0644
Church Emails and Hall Rentals: Kate Laburn Peart kate@rondeboschunited.org 

Pledge Scheme Secretary and Databank Administration: Marie Iversen iversenmarie@yahoo.com
Property Steward: Jacques Matthee jacques.matthee51@gmail.com

Treasurer: Roy Kempster royk@unibase.co.za
Church Council Secretary: Heidi Segal heidisegal7@gmail.com

Child Safeguarding Officer: Michelle Kempster michelle@kempster.co.za
 

 
 

BANKING DETAILS
 

Rondebosch United Church
First National Bank

Branch Rondebosch
Branch No: 201 509

Account No: 501 715 56 119
Swift Code: FIRNZAJJ

Auf Social Media teilen
Check out our site   

GlynnAlard's
Pilgrimage

https://rondeboschunited.org/so/bdPpYKlMV/c?w=5PIVfM42Co_X-bpQRvqvUHiOmisT6OGyZUz_DsaAbW0.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly95b3V0dS5iZS94TXBOX0MzYWR0USIsInIiOiI2ZWI0ZTA0NC03YzQ2LTQ2NzMtODYyOC1jNzE1ZGQ5NmQ4NzAiLCJtIjoibWFpbF9scCIsImMiOiIwMDAwMDAwMC0wMDAwLTAwMDAtMDAwMC0wMDAwMDAwMDAwMDAifQ
https://rondeboschunited.org/so/bdPpYKlMV/c?w=vjg-ZrvGWXg2XXFUfmKSZ645h9X-bEDeoruA0q0oBZs.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucm9uZGVib3NjaHVuaXRlZC5vcmcvYW5udWFsLXJlcG9ydHMiLCJyIjoiMDYxNjQ2ZmItYjk2My00NzJmLThlM2QtODFjM2U4NWU1NTE4IiwibSI6Im1haWxfbHAiLCJjIjoiMDAwMDAwMDAtMDAwMC0wMDAwLTAwMDAtMDAwMDAwMDAwMDAwIn0
https://rondeboschunited.org/so/bdPpYKlMV/c?w=vq-GuHzVwWiuIYp2a66O0LowMV_KJi8EDoCkXKo5FfE.eyJ1IjoibWFpbHRvOmJlcnlsLmJvdG1hbjYwQGdtYWlsLmNvbSIsInIiOiIyZmQxOTQ2ZC1jZGViLTQxNjMtYTRiZi1jOTYyNWUyODE2NGUiLCJtIjoibWFpbF9scCIsImMiOiIwMDAwMDAwMC0wMDAwLTAwMDAtMDAwMC0wMDAwMDAwMDAwMDAifQ
https://rondeboschunited.org/so/bdPpYKlMV/c?w=3D_pjF3041n7SZOWFIYdN9VRa4a9c5-EHhhqw6G_wfk.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucm9uZGVib3NjaHVuaXRlZC5vcmcvbGdidC1uZXR3b3JrLWF0LXJ1YyIsInIiOiI3YmE1Y2YwZS1mMTI2LTRhNjEtOGY0NS1lYzBiNWQ2MjMzZjciLCJtIjoibWFpbF9scCIsImMiOiIwMDAwMDAwMC0wMDAwLTAwMDAtMDAwMC0wMDAwMDAwMDAwMDAifQ
https://rondeboschunited.org/so/bdPpYKlMV/c?w=fi6f_5SNKXuX4nLICHtGrxv-ytkpRqs1HhvsgCWwBLM.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucm9uZGVib3NjaHVuaXRlZC5vcmcvd2Vla2x5LWJpYmxlLXN0dWRpZXMiLCJyIjoiN2JhNWNmMGUtZjEyNi00YTYxLThmNDUtZWMwYjVkNjIzM2Y3IiwibSI6Im1haWxfbHAiLCJjIjoiMDAwMDAwMDAtMDAwMC0wMDAwLTAwMDAtMDAwMDAwMDAwMDAwIn0
https://rondeboschunited.org/so/bdPpYKlMV/c?w=4mCEqCkde2Nd0u5u7qxSEcSULmbnbQ5yzUC9mJjw4IE.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucm9uZGVib3NjaHVuaXRlZC5vcmcvbGllc2JlZWstcml2ZXItY2xlYW4tdXAiLCJyIjoiN2JhNWNmMGUtZjEyNi00YTYxLThmNDUtZWMwYjVkNjIzM2Y3IiwibSI6Im1haWxfbHAiLCJjIjoiMDAwMDAwMDAtMDAwMC0wMDAwLTAwMDAtMDAwMDAwMDAwMDAwIn0
https://rondeboschunited.org/so/bdPpYKlMV/c?w=x94HQLGUxOAtqY8P49PmLVQv3xy53ETgM8JmwvONPGg.eyJ1IjoibWFpbHRvOnZtdHNoaWt3YW5hQGdtYWlsLmNvbSIsInIiOiI1ZTU0YjViZi01YzIwLTQyNTEtOGU4Yy01NDljYTIwYzdmNmEiLCJtIjoibWFpbF9scCIsImMiOiIwMDAwMDAwMC0wMDAwLTAwMDAtMDAwMC0wMDAwMDAwMDAwMDAifQ
https://rondeboschunited.org/so/bdPpYKlMV/c?w=W1zMUPF0_YYlN1ZAJIzKAbbk27r8Md5Ucj-mOsPS8rI.eyJ1IjoibWFpbHRvOnJwc3RlaW5lckBpY2xvdWQuY29tIiwiciI6IjVlNTRiNWJmLTVjMjAtNDI1MS04ZThjLTU0OWNhMjBjN2Y2YSIsIm0iOiJtYWlsX2xwIiwiYyI6IjAwMDAwMDAwLTAwMDAtMDAwMC0wMDAwLTAwMDAwMDAwMDAwMCJ9
https://rondeboschunited.org/so/bdPpYKlMV/c?w=OIlRG5DmZ9oAKWkqhMHtwA2P3KPK1iCbasW27lUb5_s.eyJ1IjoibWFpbHRvOmthdGVAcm9uZGVib3NjaHVuaXRlZC5vcmciLCJyIjoiNWU1NGI1YmYtNWMyMC00MjUxLThlOGMtNTQ5Y2EyMGM3ZjZhIiwibSI6Im1haWxfbHAiLCJjIjoiMDAwMDAwMDAtMDAwMC0wMDAwLTAwMDAtMDAwMDAwMDAwMDAwIn0
https://rondeboschunited.org/so/bdPpYKlMV/c?w=PSWQxVpvo3HabU95Wge94ifo8GG3tkKmXACRZXHgQnQ.eyJ1IjoibWFpbHRvOml2ZXJzZW5tYXJpZUB5YWhvby5jb20iLCJyIjoiNWU1NGI1YmYtNWMyMC00MjUxLThlOGMtNTQ5Y2EyMGM3ZjZhIiwibSI6Im1haWxfbHAiLCJjIjoiMDAwMDAwMDAtMDAwMC0wMDAwLTAwMDAtMDAwMDAwMDAwMDAwIn0
https://rondeboschunited.org/so/bdPpYKlMV/c?w=gmfq1AqGOFaqTBoMSpQnsAuttH2f3Id3OJrj1SnNLCo.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9qYWNxdWVzLm1hdHRoZWU1MUBnbWFpbC5jb20iLCJyIjoiNWU1NGI1YmYtNWMyMC00MjUxLThlOGMtNTQ5Y2EyMGM3ZjZhIiwibSI6Im1haWxfbHAiLCJjIjoiMDAwMDAwMDAtMDAwMC0wMDAwLTAwMDAtMDAwMDAwMDAwMDAwIn0
https://rondeboschunited.org/so/bdPpYKlMV/c?w=XQ3Dix0wjsToPWbO5xEWmCyg4mQ6RfsGaKo7wGPSVfo.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9oZWlkaXNlZ2FsN0BnbWFpbC5jb20iLCJyIjoiNWU1NGI1YmYtNWMyMC00MjUxLThlOGMtNTQ5Y2EyMGM3ZjZhIiwibSI6Im1haWxfbHAiLCJjIjoiMDAwMDAwMDAtMDAwMC0wMDAwLTAwMDAtMDAwMDAwMDAwMDAwIn0
https://rondeboschunited.org/so/bdPpYKlMV/c?w=f2MYPOzhRgaLnUttIWx2_ORmwbda4ARXeoGmjHYaEVM.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9taWNoZWxsZUBrZW1wc3Rlci5jby56YSIsInIiOiI1ZTU0YjViZi01YzIwLTQyNTEtOGU4Yy01NDljYTIwYzdmNmEiLCJtIjoibWFpbF9scCIsImMiOiIwMDAwMDAwMC0wMDAwLTAwMDAtMDAwMC0wMDAwMDAwMDAwMDAifQ
https://rondeboschunited.org/so/bdPpYKlMV/c?w=GZ6juuGb1swBzwnHv2YyWs_YHMAUamsghUk3EnVNu-I.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL3NoYXJlci9zaGFyZXIucGhwP3U9aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucm9uZGVib3NjaHVuaXRlZC5vcmcvc28vYmRQcFlLbE1WP2xhbmd1YWdlVGFnPWVuIiwiciI6IjEzMTU0ZjJjLTYyMmItNDA1Ny1hMjQ4LWFmMGU5ZTRmZTg0OCIsIm0iOiJtYWlsX2xwIiwiYyI6IjAwMDAwMDAwLTAwMDAtMDAwMC0wMDAwLTAwMDAwMDAwMDAwMCJ9
https://rondeboschunited.org/so/bdPpYKlMV/c?w=bU_-VtGIk3FH54RSHeTui3p33W76CHRIJPkzqRSPuwI.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly90d2l0dGVyLmNvbS9zaGFyZT91cmw9aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucm9uZGVib3NjaHVuaXRlZC5vcmcvc28vYmRQcFlLbE1WP2xhbmd1YWdlVGFnPWVuIiwiciI6IjEzMTU0ZjJjLTYyMmItNDA1Ny1hMjQ4LWFmMGU5ZTRmZTg0OCIsIm0iOiJtYWlsX2xwIiwiYyI6IjAwMDAwMDAwLTAwMDAtMDAwMC0wMDAwLTAwMDAwMDAwMDAwMCJ9
https://rondeboschunited.org/so/bdPpYKlMV/c?w=lmAva26xf9ZpuKxH9bgM-ozgXhDbPjhzPkIjoKb8Dhs.
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